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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, March 1, 2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, James Sullivan, Greg Ali, 

Jeff Crown & Alicia Novi  

 Alternates: Matt Bunko 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:    William Camp, Commissioner         

   Lisa Jannson   

 The Chair seated Alternate Commissioner Matt Bunko for William 

Camp, Commissioner for this evening’s meeting.  A quorum was 

determined. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone 

in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes -  On Site Meeting of Saturday,         

     February 17
th
, 2018  

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as submitted.  Mr. Bunko 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action this evening. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1267 / FF #257 – Application of 

474 North Main Street, LLC, seeking to disturb upland review area and 

floodplain for grading, landscaping, storm water management and 

parking lot improvements (paving).  Offsite floodplain mitigation is 

proposed.   Property located at 464 & 474 North Main Street and 

Hightower Road. 
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 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, 876 South Main Street, 

Plantsville representing the applicant presented. 

 This application was presented at the last meeting.  We had 

talked about the proposed improvements to the parking lot.   There is 

a gravel lot and we are proposing to pave it and connect it to the 

rear with a proposed sidewalk construction around this corner 

(indicating) around back of the building.   We had some floodplain 

filling and off-site excavation for floodplain filling and ZIRO.  

 We modified the plan.  We reduced the parking spaces by one.  We 

took the parking space away in this location (indicating) and 

increased the size of our infiltration trench and we have a small 

plunge pool in that are area and an infiltration basin to provide more 

water quality.    

 We’ve added some notes to the plan regarding the cleanup of this 

wetland area and there is a tree that the commission noted on the site 

walk that should be removed.  We have added notes on that, as well. 

 We have reduced the grading on the site.   We re-evaluated the 

corner here (indicating) and we are proposing a change there where 

there is a little railing on the sidewalk and we have a larger reveal 

on the sidewalk so we don’t have as much fill.  We reduced the fill on 

site from 158 cy down to 70, so we reduced it by more than half. 

 Our floodplain excavation we left the way it was so there will be 

a much higher number for floodplain excavation on the Primus Property 

than what we are filling on this property. 

 We did meet with staff to go through the comments and we provided 

responses.  I think the comments the commission had at the site walk 

have been incorporated into the plans, as well. 

 The Chair noted that staff had asked for the dumpster to be moved 

outside the floodway, you aren’t doing that?    Mr. Giudice said 

floodways are tough because the dumpster is an existing dumpster.   

They have allowed dumpsters in the floodway in the past.   I was told 

they asked the dumpsters to be fenced.  I think if that is a 

compromise we can propose to put a fence around the dumpster so there 

are no possible issues with it. 

 And, the cross access with the street, Curtiss Street?  Mr. 

Giudice said he spoke to the applicant about that.  The issue was at 

this location the request was to provide some sort of easement where 

if this site came it, they would lose the two parking spaces on the 

other side when they connect the two site.  The applicant is actually 

looking at purchasing this property right now.   He asked me not to 

put it on the plans, yet.   We have go through the PZC site plan 

process and I’m sure this issue will come up.   He’ll have to make a 

decision before this goes forward on that. 
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 The infiltration basin, the small area that is going to be 

catching sediment solely and there is no runoff from that location?   

Mr. Giudice said all the parking lot is directed into this.  If this 

were to fill, then it would top over that wall and go into the 

wetland.  We didn’t propose any catch basins.       

 Discussion. 

 Discussion of the retaining wall and it’s function.   The Chair 

said if there is no issue with water coming on to the southwestern 

site the way it’s created, fine.  Mr. Giudice did not see foresee a 

problem with it.   Mr. Lavallee said it should go to the same spot.  

It just goes around the wall at each end.      

 Discussion. 

 Debris is to be cleaned off the site as per the notes on the 

plans. 

 Mr. Borowy said at the last meeting you said you are going to be 

adding about 158 cy of fill and removing 600 at the off-site 

mitigation.  Has that changed?   Mr. Giudice said the amount of fill 

on site was reduced to 70, reduced it by more than half.  The 

excavation remains the same.  We did not reduce that.  We felt while 

he is in there doing the work, if he does a little more floodplain 

excavation it is to the benefit of the town.   Mr. Borowy was in 

support of that. 

 Also, my observation after seeing the site, it is a very small 

bit of wetlands and it is not a high quality, though, admittedly the 

resource directly downstream and adjacent is very important. 

 The culvert was discussed.   There is a note to clean the debris 

from this site.   Mr. Lavallee said highway could take over for the 

other side. 

 Landscaping on site on the southwestern border was discussed. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as submitted IW #1267.   Ms. 

Novi seconded. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to send a favorable recommendation for 

FF #257.   Mr. Borowy seconded. 

 Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

 

 

7. Communications 
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 Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

other than those scheduled for action this evening. 

 None this evening. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee discussed pole barn on Prospect Street.   It’s not 

really an action, it is just agreeing that it is exempt.  The building 

is exempt. 

 The Chair informed everyone on Prospect Street there is a parcel 

that’s been before us and we reviewed before.  They want to come in 

and construct a pole barn with a foundation, footings and structure in 

what we don’t know if it is wetland or upland review area.  We don’t 

have a delineated area.   Under the state exemptions for farm land and 

that type of regulations, we can allow that, agree to that. 

 We do need to note there is an existing Army Corp matter.   Mr. 

Lavallee said Army Corp has been in touch with the town stating they 

have standards and review which they’ll pursue for the roadway      

and any crossings.   I asked if this would hold up our end and the 

response was no. 

 The Chair queried even though we are giving them the exemption, 

until they get their Army Corp approval, they cannot build the barn or 

the road.   Mr. Lavallee explained the barn can go through local 

approvals for a zoning permit and we could issue it.  Then it is up to 

the Army Corp if they disagree with that but they will be aware that 

we issued it. 

 Mr. Lavallee said they can get a zoning permit and a building 

permit but they can’t build the road to get to it.    

 Discussion. 

 Until they follow up with their violation and have a delineation 

submitted to the Corp and until they come to the Corp for a 404 

permit, which is a federal permit they cannot go forward.  Mr. 

Lavallee said we cannot hold it up.   What we will do as a courtesy is 

notify them we are approving it.  If they then want to step in and do 

something, they can.          

   

 If they go in it would be a federal violation but not a local or 

state violation. 

 Mr. Borowy questioned making the town approval conditional upon 

the Army Corp’s action.   Mr. Lavallee said he wasn’t sure that could 

be done because due diligence is they did what they had to to follow 
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local regulations.  But federal could come in and usurp it or 

disagree.  They do have different standards. 

 We have to follow state regulations and if they say we can do it, 

we have to do it. 

 Mr. Lavallee clarified he can drive over the wetlands to bring 

materials to the pad site which Army Corp may have an issue with as 

well as it is disturbing the wetlands.  The roads are if the iffy 

part. 

 He can build the barn with no ability to get to it pointed out 

Ms. Novi.              

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to agree to the exemption for the 

structure.   Mr. Sullivan.   Motion passed on a majority voice vote 

with one abstention by Mr. Crown. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee said on open space and conservation issues, we may 

be doing some bridge projects on some parcels crossing the water.  

Pedestrian bridges.  It will just be logs or poles.  It is replacing 

pretty much what is there.  Foot bridges.      

 Discussion. 

  

 Thursday is the Connecticut Association of Wetland Scientists 

Annual Meeting and Conference.  All day event.  It’s a good one to go 

to and get some information on wetlands and waterbodies in 

Connecticut.  Dave sent that out to everybody. 

 

 Our land use training is Wednesday, March 14
th
 here.  Mr. Lavallee 

will send a reminder. 

 

 The Chair suggested doing something with the QRWSA here in 

Southington.   We should find out from them what we could do.   Mr. 

Lavallee said through Open Space they plan on dedicating a canoe 

launch on the town line with Cheshire on the state property.  Mr. 

Lavallee will get and provide more information to the commission on 

that. 

 Our canoe launch by the dog park is in the works and Mr. Lavallee 

is in touch weekly.  They’re working on the funding. 

 Mr. Borowy informed everyone that the open space committee is 

holding an Earth Day event on Sunday, April 22
nd
.  They are going to do 

trail maintenance on the Novick Property.  Trail markings on three 
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different trails with three different colors.  They are asking for 

volunteers.  Mr. Lavallee will get more information to the 

commissioners on that. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Ms. Novi seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


